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Collecting Hair Samples
FOR DNA STORAGE & PARENTAGE VERIFICATION

Applications
for
Registration
for
purebred
animals 
will not be
accepted
without 
hair
samples.

H
air samples are required on
ALL purebred Boer goats,
whether Traditional or

Canadian (bred-up). The CMGA has
a Random Parentage Verification
Program that selects every 100th
purebred animal for parentage verifi-
cation. This program is unique in the
goat world, and ensures the integrity
of Canadian Boer goat pedigrees.

Please Note: It is essential to take
every possible measure to NOT con-
taminate the hair sample! The hairs
that are placed in the sample enve-
lope must all be from only the ani-
mal described on the envelope.
Potential contaminants include hair
from other animals and faecal matter.

1. Hair samples should be taken
from an area where the coarsest
and longest hairs are located; we
recommend the tail brush.

2. Brush the area well to remove
all loose hair, dirt, manure.

3. PULL (do NOT clip!) 30-40
hairs.
Grasp
the hairs
close to
the skin
and pull
firmly.
You
may

find a pair of
pliers useful for this – but be sure to

clean them between animals.
4. Examine the ends of the hair

strands for the presence of root
bulbs. The lab requires hairs with
the follicles (roots) attached. If the
majority of the hairs do not have
root ends, discard the hair and pull
another sample.

5. Place the hair in the sample
envelope and seal it tightly closed.
Immediately label the envelope with
the animal’s tattoo and the other
required information. Unlabelled or
incompletely identified samples will
not be accepted.

6. Repeat the process for each
animal to be tested. Clean your
hands of any hair or debris between
animals to prevent cross-contamina-
tion.

7. Place all the sealed, identified
samples in a larger envelope or
package, along with the completed
Applications for Registration and the
appropriate fees. Note that
Applications for Registration for
purebred animals (Traditional,
Purebred, or Canadian Purebred)
will not be accepted without accom-
panying hair samples. The correct
fee must also accompany all
Applications for Registration, other-
wise the Applications will be
returned to you, unprocessed. Please
consult the CMGA Office or web site
for current fee information.

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) is pleased to participate in the production of this publication. AAFC is committed to working with our industry partners to increase public
awareness of the importance of the agriculture and agri-food industry to Canada.  Opinions expressed in this document are those of the Canadian Meat Goat Association and not
necessarily AAFC’s. / C’est avec plaisir qu’Agriculture et Agroalimentaire Canada (AAC) participe à la production de cette publication. Avec nos partenaires du secteur nous nous enga-
geons à sensibiliser davantage les Canadiens et Canadiennes à l'importance de l’agriculture et l'industrie agroalimentaire au pays. Les opinions exprimées dans cette publication sont
celles de l’association canadienne de la chèvre de boucherie et non pas nécessairement celles d’AAC.


